(    15    )

can and Ava, and the Karens, who reside on the inferior
heights overlooking the low lands of Bassein. Besides these,
which may be considered the most important and numerous
of the tribes, occupying the mountains which constitute our
eastern frontier, there are several others of inferior note, prin-
cipally dependent on Muneepoor, such as the Murams, Tang-
kools, Koms, Changsels, Cheeroos, Anals, Poorunis, Muee-
yols, Munsangs,1 Murings, and Loohooppas ; these will he
more conveniently alluded to when describing the states to
which they are severally tributary, and of which not even
the names were known, until the late operations against Ava
forced us into unwilling contact with them.

80th. All of these tribes have attained that degree of
civilization, which has induced them to become permanent
cultivators of the soil; they congregate in regularly established
villages, and though individually fierce and impatient of con-
troul, are all living under a patriarchal system of government,
which, however imperfect, is found sufficient to preserve the
social compact. Of the communities thus formed, some coin-
prise a number of villages which acknowledge the paramount
authority of one chieftain, who is respected-and obeyed as
the head of the tribe : in others, as among the Loohooppas
and Murams, the smaller villages have sought shelter from
aggression by acknowledging themselves tributary to the most
powerful hill village in their vicinity ; but they permit no in-
terference with their internal regulations, and their subservi-
ence is simply shewn in sending a quota of men to assist the
paramount authority in any exigency. South, west, and east
of Muneepoor, their cultivation is of that kind called Jhoom,
which simply consists in levelling the forest, and after it be-
comes dry, burning the wood, which acts as a very powerful
manure to the soil On the north, where the forks near the
bases of the mountains are far broader, and the acclivities
less precipitous, a terraced system of cultivation very gene-
rally prevails ; the water which gushes from innumerable ere*
vices at the bases of the hills is led at pleasure to any part of
the subjacent land, and the crops, consisting almost entirely
of rice, are most abundant. By all, Tobacco, Cotton, Gin-